PASSAGES FROM ARABIA  DESERTA
places, Teyma was troubled by the sheykhs* factions, and the town
quarters divided by their hereditary enmities. Every well-faring
person, when he had fortified his palms with a high clay-brick
wall, built his tower upon it; also in every suk of the town was a
clay turret of defence and refuge for the people of that street. In
a private danger one withdrew with his family to their walled
plantation: in that enclosure, they might labour and eat the fruits,
although his old foes held him beleagured for a year or two. Any
enemy approaching by day-light was seen from the watch-tower.
Such walling may be thought a weak defence; but for all the fox-
like subtlety of Semitic minds, they are of nearly no invention. A
powder blast, the running brunt of a palm beam, had broken up
this clay resistance; but a child might sooner find, and madmen
as soon unite to attempt anything untried. In the Gospel parables,
when one had planted a vineyard, he built a tower therein to
keep it. The watch-tower in the orchard is yet seen upon all
desert borders. We entered between grey orchard walls, over-
laid with blossoming boughs of plum trees; of how much amorous
contentment to our parched eyes! I read the oasis height 3,400 ft.
We dismounted at the head of the first suk before the ddr, house or
court of a young man our acquaintance, Sleymdn, who in the Haj
time had been one of the kella guests at Medain. Here he lived
with his brother, who was Zeyd's date merchant; we were re-
ceived therefore in friendly wise, and entertained. The hareem
led in Hirfa, who had ridden along with us, to their apartment.
As the coffee pestle (which with the mortars, are here of lime-
stone marble, surma's work, from Jauf,) begins to ring out at the
coming of guests; neighbours enter gravely from the suk, and to
every one our sheykh Zeyd arose, large of his friendly greeting,
and with the old courtesy took their hands and embraced them.
Teyma is a Nejd colony of Shammar, their fathers cajne to
settle here, by their saying, not above two hundred years past:
from which time remain the few lofty palms that are seen grown
to fifteen fathoms, by the great well-pit, Had&j-, and only few
there are, negroes, who durst climb to gather the fruits of them.
All thrir palm kinds have been brought from Jebel Shammar,
accept the hdw, which was fetched from el-Ally. Theirs is even
TOW, in another dira, the speech of Shammar. Here first we see
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